
Electrical Safety and the IEE Wiring Regulations 
  
What are the risks from electricity? - Electricity can kill. Each year around a thousand accidents at 
work involving electric shocks or burns are reported to the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) – 
sadly, around 30 of these are fatal.  Shocks from faulty equipment can cause severe and 
permanent injury and faulty electrical appliances can also lead to fires. As well as causing injuries 
and loss of life, fires cause damage to salon equipment and property. 
 
The Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 - The Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 (EAW 
Regulations) came into force in April 1990. The regulations require all electrical systems to be 
installed and maintained to a safe standard and to ensure that all reasonable precautions are 
taken against the risk of death or personal injury from electricity in work activities 
 
Fixed Wire Testing - The benchmark for this inspection and test process is BS 7671 (The IEE 
Wiring Regulations) which provides guidance on how systems must be designed, installed and 
maintained.  A fixed electrical installation includes all parts of an electrical system from the main 
incoming supply point, through to wiring accessories such as sockets and light fittings – and 
everything in-between. Because the majority of this is wiring, it remains unseen and it is often 
forgotten in terms of test and inspection. The fact is that it is vitally important that all wires, 
cables, accessories and switching equipment are maintained well in order to ensure safety.  
 
What is fixed wire testing? - Fixed wire testing is the testing of the wiring within the salon; it is a 
mandatory requirement of the ‘Electricity at Work Regulations 1989’. 
 
What happens if we fail to have it tested? - Failure to carry out such testing is likely to invalidate 
your insurance cover in the event of a claim. Also, you have a personal duty of care to the 
employees and by endangering their lives you could be held responsible and prosecuted, under 
the HSE laws.  
 
How often should it be done? - In a normal salon environment, combined inspection and testing 
should be carried out by a suitably qualified person not less than once every five years, with a 
yearly visual inspection. 
 
Who does it? - A competent person, with knowledge of the electrical system, should carry out all 
electrical works.  
 
What happens if faults are found? - These are recorded and presented to you in the form of a 
defects report. A plan of action should be formulated and remedial works carried out.  
 
Do I need to keep records? - You must keep a copy of all test results, defects reports and 
certificates as proof of maintenance. 
 
 

Please be sure to check your legal responsibilities very carefully before proceeding. 
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